
DRIVER’S LICENSES FOR ALL 

2019 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITY

Immigrants living in Oregon are part of our families, communities, workplaces, and places of worship. 
Right now, if an immigrant without legal status is pulled over and is driving without a license, they can be 
arrested and put on a pathway to deportation—even if they have no other criminal record and have lived 
here for years. The ability to apply for a license to drive gives all Oregonians, including those without legal 
status, the opportunity to follow the law, get to work and school safely, and provide for their families and 
communities. 

Families are in an impossible position. The ability to drive —legally—is vital for many Oregonians as they 
take their kids to school, commute to work, and contribute to their communities

Tens of thousands of Oregon children are U.S. citizens living with at least one parent without legal status. 
Without the ability to apply for a license to drive, parents are forced to make an impossible choice between 
risking arrest and deportation or choosing not to drive and being unable to provide for their families.

The immigration system is complex and broken. Many people are surprised to learn that it can take years 
and thousands of dollars to become a legal immigrant in this country. And for those who are in the country 
without legal status, there is no way under our current system to gain legal residency—even if they have 
lived here most of their life, are married to a U.S. citizen, and have citizen children. 

In the past two years, being unable to produce a driver’s license when pulled over is increasingly leading 
immigrants to be flagged as “criminals” who are considered a “priority” for deportation. In the past two 
years, the number of immigrants deported as a result of traffic violations alone increased 138 percent.1

1 “Deportations of traffic offenders skyrocketed under Trump, study says.” https://www.ajc.com/news/national/deportations-traf-
fic-offenders-skyrocketed-under-trump-study-says/dYyWHWitrRge5Lwb802JaL/. Accessed 31 Jan. 2019.
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The 2005 REAL ID Act: The federal government is forcing states to comply 
with the 2005 REAL ID Act. Starting in 2020, the State of Oregon is required 
to implement new stricter standards for issuing drivers’ licenses. Under these 
new standards, the state will offer two different kinds of drivers’ licenses: an 
“enhanced” license, which is REAL ID-compliant, and a “standard” license, 
similar to what Oregon drivers have now. This change creates barriers for 
many domestic violence survivors, the elderly, houseless individuals, victims 
of natural disasters, and low-income Oregonians who do not have access to 
the documents necessary to legally identify themselves under the strict REAL 
ID requirements. This is why we need an Oregon solution.



“Will we, as Oregonians, allow some of our friends and neighbors to risk 
deportation over a simple traffic stop? Or will we ensure all Oregonians, 
regardless of income or immigration status, can take care of their families 
and contribute to our communities?” 

– Andrea Williams, Executive Director of Causa

Many people are surprised to learn that it can take years and thousands of dollars to become a legal immi-
grant in this country. And for those who are in the country without legal status, there is no way under our 
current system to gain legal residency—even if they have lived here most of their life, are married to a U.S. 
citizen, and have citizen children. 

In the past two years, being unable to produce a driver’s license when pulled over is increasingly leading 
immigrants to be flagged as “criminals” who are considered a “priority” for deportation. In the past two 
years, the number of immigrants deported as a result of traffic violations alone increased 138 percent. Here 
in Oregon, we can’t fix the broken immigration system that leaves many of our immigrant neighbors in legal 
limbo, but we can make sure in the meantime that those living here are driving safely and legally and ensure 
that our immigrant friends and neighbors won’t be separated from their families and sent to a country they 
don’t know over a traffic stop. 
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THE IMMIGRATION SYSTEM IS COMPLEX AND BROKEN

THE BENEFITS
Ensuring all Oregonians, including immigrant Oregonians without legal status, can access a license to 
drive, Oregonians will bemeans our neighbors will be able to safely live, and work, and and get around-
take care of their families. In most parts of Oregon, especially rural Oregon, driving is an essential part of 
everyday life. In addition, many domestic violence survivors, the elderly, houseless individuals, victims of 
natural disasters, and low-income Oregonians do not have access to the documents necessary to legally 
identify themselves under the strict REAL ID requirements. Ensuring all Oregonians can access a license to 
drive and identify themselves is important for the safety and security of our communities. 

Oregon roads will be safer for everyone. Requiring all drivers, regardless of citizenship or immigration 
status, to pass a driver’s license test, provide proof of identity,  and proof of insurance makes Oregon roads 
and communities safer for everyone. Further, it makes it quicker and easier for law enforcement to verify 
someone’s identity and people are more willing to come forward as witnesses and victims of crime and 
work with police. . That means officers can use our limited resources on the most important law enforce-
ment priorities that keep our communities safe. 

Fairness and looking out for our neighbors. Here in Oregon, we believe in fairness and looking out for 
our neighbors. Everyday people going about their lives shouldn’t face deportation and family separation 
because of a traffic stop.  Yet, more and more we hear stories of long-time Oregonians being sent to a 
country they don’t even know, immigrant families being torn apart, ICE raids, and children being detained 
in immigration camps. Without the ability to get a legal driver’s license, otherwise law-abiding undocu-
mented immigrants can be put on a path to deportation and family separation.



We have an opportunity to make sure all Oregonians can go about daily life and provide for themselves and 
their families safely and legally.

Safe and Legal Driver’s Licenses: The Equal Access to Roads Act allows all Oregon residents who meet the 
requirements to drive, regardless of citizenship or immigration status, to keep or apply for a standard driver’s 
license with proof of insurance, identity and residency. Oregonians who do not want, cannot afford, or do not 
have access to the documents required for an “enhanced” license can keep or apply for a standard license.

Protections Against Targeting and Injustice: The Equal Access to Roads Act ensures a person’s information 
is secured and prohibit discrimination and profiling of Oregonians who have a standard license, rather than a 
REAL ID-enhanced license. 

Implementation: Currently, 13 states have similar laws on the books. Many of these states are also Real ID 
complaint and provide proven models for Oregon to build on.

THE SOLUTION

Learn more: www.FairShotOregon.org

ABOUT FAIR SHOT FOR ALL

- 
“Women do the vast majority of caregiving – driving kids to school and taking 
aging parents to doctor’s appointments. When we prevent Oregonian’s from 
accessing driver’s licenses, we are disproportionately harming women.” 

Lili Hoag, Family Forward Oregon

Fair Shot for All is a united movement of more than 30 racial justice organizations, community groups, and 
labor unions fighting for together for racial, gender and economic justice. 

Our priorities tackle critial barriers to safety, health and security and continue to our fight to secure a fair shot 
for every Oregonian. We are standing up for women, LGBTQ communities, immigrants and working families. 

Together, we are sending a message loud and clear every Oregonian needs real opportunity and a fair shot at 
a secure future. 


